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The diagnostic accuracy of external pelvimetry to predict dystocia in nulliparous
women

Masoumeh Kordi,* Raheleh Alijahan 2

Background: Dystocia is one of the important causes of maternal morbidity and mortality in low income countries.
The objective of our study was to determine the diagnostic accuracy of external pelvimetry to predict dystocia in
nulliparous women

Materials and Method: External pelvic dimensions of 447 nulliparous women in Ommolbanin hospital, Mashhad,
were assessed in <Scm cervical dilatation. These measurements were not available to the clinician in charge of the
delivery. Dystocia was defined as caesarean section or vacuum delivery for abnormal progress of labor.

Results: The highest sensitivity respectively related to Michaelis transverse (60.7%) and intertrochanteric diameter
(57.0 %.).

Conclusion: External pelvimetry could identify, before labor, in more than 60% of cases of dystocia in nulliparous
women.

Kaywods: Dystocia, labor, cephalopelvic disproportion, pelvimetry.
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